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STANDARDS FOR TREE PROTECTION DURING 
CONSTRUCTION 

 
Construction of private property where protected trees are designated for preservation shall be 
protected during development of a property by compliance with the following: 

1. Protective fencing shall be installed no closer to the trunk than the dripline, and far 
enough from the trunk to protect the integrity of the tree.   Protective fencing shall be 
installed as followed: 
A. The fence shall be a minimum of six feet in height and shall be set securely in place.  
B. The fence shall be chain link without slats to allow visibility to the trunk for 

inspections and safety.   
C. There shall be no storage of any kind prior to or at such time after the protective 

fencing is installed.   
D. The fence may be adjusted as necessary to accommodate work approved within the 

dripline provided any excavation is done in accordance with instructions directed by 
a qualified arborist. 

2. The existing grade level around a tree shall normally be maintained out to the dripline of 
the tree.  Alternate grade levels may be approved by the Community Development 
Director when it is reasonably demonstrated that the alternate grade will not damage the 
health of the tree. 

3. Drain wells shall be installed whenever impervious surfaces will be placed over the root 
system of a protected tree (the root system generally extends to the outermost edges of 
the branches). 

4. Trees that have been damaged by construction shall be repaired in accordance with 
accepted arboriculture methods. 

5. Trees cannot be pruned to accommodate grading or construction without the express 
written approval of the City.  Upon receipt of written approval, pruning of trees must be 
undertaken in accordance with “Pruning Standards” of the International Society of 
Arboriculture and must be carried out by a licensed arborist.  

6. Soil compaction of the area under the dripline of the tree shall be avoided during all 
phases of site clearing and construction.  

7. No soil sterilants or weed killer that will inhibit or restrict the tree’s growth may be 
applied in the root area.  

8. No signs, wires or any other object shall be attached to the tree. 

9. Any other measures deemed necessary by a qualified arborist and specified in any report 
prepared for development projects with City review and approval. 

10. The applicant shall provide the project planner with photos of the installed protective 
fencing prior to issuance of a building permit.  

 

 


